WITH NEW POSITIONS, SOME NORTHEAST OHIO LEAGUES WILL SOON WEIGH IN ON REGIONAL TAX-BASE REVENUE SHARING AND LAND USE PLANNING! 

 

                        --  by Lynda Mayer, LWV Cuyahoga Area Regionalism Committee

 

The LWV Cuyahoga Area completed in early 2009 a 2-year study of "Regionalism," which was presented at LWVO Convention and should be immediately applicable in Northeast Ohio for Leagues which may choose to concur. Shaker Heights and Cleveland Area Leagues have already done so.  The new positions cited below place Leagues firmly in the vanguard of organizations and political entities working to create a synergy for helping fragmented local governments in Northeast Ohio begin to pull together, to boost economic development and smart growth for the region as a whole.  Here are the latest developments: 
 
The Northeast Ohio Mayors and City Managers' Association will soon be rolling out its new proposals for 16-county "New Growth Revenue Sharing" and "Regional Land Use Planning."   Those Leagues which have adopted the new Regionalism positions will be able to evaluate the tax-base sharing proposals, in order to determine whether we will recommend support for them in city councils within our areas of organization.  LWVO positions should be sufficient for any of us to evaluate the Land Use proposal, of course.
 
LWV Cuyahoga Area's joint Regionalism Committee (members include: LWV Cuyahoga Area, LWV Cleveland Area, LWV Shaker Heights) has developed an illustrated program to take to any Northeast Ohio League which invites us and which might consider concurring with the new positions.  Armed with them, any Local League can decide for itself if it likes the proposals well enough to advocate for them on its home turf.  Here are thumbnail descriptions of  both Mayors' and Managers' measures:
 
"New Growth Revenue Sharing:"  Participating municipalities and townships across Northeast Ohio will contribute perhaps 40% of any NEW tax base they attract to a multiple-county (up to 16) pool, which will be funneled to other communities and projects to ease fiscal disparity and support regional growth.  It is likely that perhaps 20% of NEW income tax capacity would also be contributed.  
 
"Regional Land Use Planning:"   A regional Smart Growth plan is being drawn up by the several county and metropolitan planning organizations. Adherence to these principles will be a condition of any community's receiving funds from the Revenue Sharing pool.  It sets a regional land use strategy and adds incentives and teeth to widespread compliance.  
 
The latest on both of these measures and MUCH more, can be read at the Northeast Ohio Regional Prosperity Initiative website: www.neo-rpi.org
 
The Regionalism positions which 3 of the 16 Northeast Ohio Leagues now share are these: 
 
Regional Tax-Base Revenue Sharing ("Macro-Regionalism" in Northeast Ohio)
Support for regional tax-base revenue sharing as a constructive form of intergovernmental cooperation for the mutual benefit of participating communities.   Such a program should: advance smart growth, economic development and fiscal equity within the target area; impact positively upon infrastructure, housing, education, recreation, inclusion and/or shared public facilities; set standards for finance, staffing and administration that are consistent, accountable, transparent and efficient; pool contributions from an agreed portion of new growth in local commercial and industrial tax revenue sources; distribute that revenue pool among participating communities to further fiscal equity across the area; honor local sovereignty and school funding resources; be flexible and grow with time. Formulas for collection and allocations should be determined by the participating communities and periodically reviewed.
 
Intergovernmental Collaboration ("Micro-Regionalism" at the local level)
Support for voluntary intergovernmental, collaborative agreements which reduce costs, foster transparency and accountability, improve efficiencies and maintain service standards.   Such agreements: are appropriate at local, county, metropolitan, multiple-county or regional levels; should be practical and of manageable size and scope; and should demonstrate the interconnectedness of all neighboring communities.
 
If  local Northeast Ohio Leagues want to schedule a concurrence meeting with visiting Regionalism Committee presenters or to receive a 10-page summary of our study, please contact Lynda Mayer (LBMayer@earthlink.net) or Kathy Kosiorek (kathryn_k@mindspring.com).
 
 
About the League of Women Voters of Ohio
The League of Women Voters of Ohio is a non-partisan organization which is located in Columbus, Ohio and has 33 local affiliate organizations around the state.  The mission of the League of Women Voters is to encourage informed and active participation in government and to influence public policy through education and advocacy.  For more information, go to www.lwvohio.org
