LWVO League Leaders Update
November 11, 2009 

Happy Veterans Day!

Today’s Topics:
 
ADVOCACY & EDUCATION

**NEW ** Thank you to local Leagues for your voter service activities

**NEW** Have You Checked out the LWVOEF imPACT Website Lately?

MEMBERSHIP

**NEW** MRI Webinar offered on increasing membership 

**NEW** LWVUS November 18 Webinar on Program Planning

**REMINDER** Call to LWVUS Convention 
**Reminder** LWVUS Offers Suggestions to Celebrate 90th Anniversary
**Reminder** Mark Your Calendars for Statehouse Day and Council 2010 April 14, 2010

**Reminder** Updating Your Rosters and Leaders in the LWVUS Database. 

ADMINISTRATION

**Reminder** LWVO to Host Conference Calls on Development and Law Suit Monitoring

**Reminder ** Barbara Guy named Regionalism Google Group Monitor

 **Reminder** Second Quarter Per-Member Payments Due by December 31, 2009

**NEW** The League State office will be closed November 26 and 27th in Observance of Thanksgiving

ADVOCACY & EDUCATION

**NEW** Thank you to local Leagues for all of your Voter Service Activities

Local Leagues are to be commended for their hard work during the November 2009 election cycle.  From candidate forums, Voter Information Bulletins to fresh websites, Leagues were a critical source for information on candidates and issues.  

While we have some idea, anecdotally, what each local League did for voter service, we would like to help “you toot your horn” and share your best practices with other League members across the state.  

Did your League have a big win on Election Day? Were League members out front in your community encouraging civic participation?  Has your League done something to crow about? Something to model for other Leagues?  Then write up a short blurb and send it to us (leg@lwvohio.org).  

Just follow these easy guidelines:

·        Submissions must be received via email at leg@lwvohio.org no later than Monday, noon, of the 2nd or 4th week of each month to be included in the Leaders’ Update of that week.  
·        Submissions must include the submitter’s name and contact information in the body of the blurb.  That way people can contact her/him directly if they want to know more, have questions, etc.

·        Submissions must be 75 words or less (and we’ll follow the rules used for Voters’ Guides on length, i.e., just end at the 75th word).

·        We will not edit or change the content of submissions (again, following the rules used for Voters’ Guides).
**NEW** Have you Checked out the LWVOEF imPACT Website Lately?

 There has been a lot of significant activity nationwide in our five imPACT topic areas and LWVOEF provides a centralized information point through the www.ohioimpact.org website.

On that site you can find information on Accountability, Campaign Finance, Election Reform, Judicial Independence and Fairness and Redistricting.  You can also sign up for an RSS feed to keep you regularly connected to changes and updates in these areas. 

Two hot stories have to do with reforms for overseas and military personnel voting and  merit selection of judges. Click here to read more and to learn more about another great resource provided to League members and the public.  

MEMBERSHIP

**NEW** MRI Webinar offered on increasing membership on December 1, 2009.  Save the Date!
               
Hello All,

As we enjoy the successful results of our hard work during this election season, it is the perfect time to take a few minutes to think about how we can capitalize on these successes.  Our voice is highly respected and recognized throughout our communities though our voice needs to grow.  Increasing our membership is key to this growth.  Not only will more hands make for lighter workloads, but a more varied and energized group brings more ideas and connections.

We are inviting all local League Membership Chairs, MRI League Chairs, MRI Coaches and any interested LL President to join us on December 1, at 4:00pm for a webinar on the MRI (Membership Recruitment Initiative) segment, "How to Make the Ask".  Now you may feel you are too busy or have the basics but…

-If your League has a growing membership with more advanced membership recruitment practices employed, this will be a great refresher course or training for a new membership chair.

-If your League is shrinking, the MRI information will give you some tools to help reverse this trend.

 -If your League is struggling to keep the members it has, this webinar will be useful by offering the basics.

-If you are an MRI League or coach, this will be a great way to get re-energized.

For some League members, asking someone to become a member is fairly easy, though not necessarily second nature.  For others, the thought of asking someone to join causes sweaty palms and a stutter.  And for others still, the idea that a person needs to be invited to become a member is foreign (“Because of course they want to join.”)  Through a question and answer period, role playing and a presentation, Kelly McFarland-Strattman and Cheryl Graeve, of the MRI team at the National League office, will provide many creative and easy to use “tools” to make us successful in increasing membership.  

To sign up for the webinar go to http://lwv.na4.acrobat.com/mri/event/registration.html
**NEW** From LWVUS Sign Up Now for November 18, 2009 Webinar on Program Planning 

Remember, LWVUS’s program planning is your opportunity to make your voice heard- and that is why your LWVO Lobby Corps urges your League’s participation in the process!. 


The LWVUS is hosting a Program Planning Webinar on Wednesday, November 18, 3 pm ET, for  interested League members. This is an opportunity to learn more about Program Planning, the process by which state and local Leagues and ILO’s make recommendations concerning Program issues.  Please Click Here to Register with LWVUS.  For additional information or questions on Program Planning, email progplan@lwv.org.

**REMINDER**  Call to LWVUS Convention 

The first call to Convention 2010 went out the week of October 18, 2009! The 2010 National Convention will be held in Atlanta on June 11-15. It will be one of the exciting events in a year of celebrating our 90th Anniversary – so please come on down to Atlanta! You can find more information on Convention activities, as well as timely updates, on the LWVUS Convention Page. You can start discussing Convention and Program Planning with other League leaders by joining the Convention list. (Subscription information can be found after you login at https://member.lwv.org/member.asp.)
**Reminder** LWVUS Offers Suggestions to Celebrate 90th Anniversary
New 90th Anniversary Resource: “Celebration Ideas” 
A resource to help you engage your community in the League’s 90th Anniversary has been added to www.lwv.org. This page offers ideas for local and state Leagues as they plan their programs around the 90th celebration. While our anniversary is an opportunity to celebrate, it is also an opportunity to gain visibility for the organization, which starts with engaging your community. Be sure to check the 90th Anniversary section for updates. This section gives you access to the League’s 90th Anniversary logo, which you can start using today and throughout the anniversary year. And, appoint your 90th anniversary committee NOW.
** Reminder** Mark Your Calendar for Statehouse Day/Council on April 14, 2010
Mark your calendar! Statehouse Day (SHD) 2010 and State Council will take place April 14, 2010 in Columbus. Of course, having local League leaders and advocates in town for these concurrent events is a perfect excuse to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the founding of the League of Women Voters. So in addition to deliberating over LWVO's next fiscal year budget and briefing you on essential reform issues -- from the lawsuit settlement to redistricting and the Census -- we will invite Legislators to join us for a reception complete with birthday cake. 

 We are working on the agenda for SHD to provide an exciting and informative program .  Information will be forthcoming on specifics but we wanted to remind to mark your calendars and begin making arrangements to come to Columbus on April  14,2010.   If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our Statehouse Day Coordinator Scott Britton Toll Free at 1-877-LWV-OHIO (1-877-598-6446).
**Reminder** From LWVUS - Updating Your Roster and Leaders in the Database
It is important to keep the national database up to date with information about your new members and to update your League’s officers to ensure that they do not miss communications from your state League and the LWVUS.  Always include membership expiration dates when updating member information. Remember that your PMP bill is directly tied to the number of active members listed in your League database. 
 On the LWVUS database system, summary sheets are now “live” – i.e., you will see the member count reflect changes that you are putting into the database. If you are not already doing so, please update your roster regularly from now until January 31, 2010. Remember that members can update their own League contact information. Encouraging them to do so will take the burden off your database administrator. If you have questions, would like to schedule a training session or need help in accessing the database, please email Lela Sallis at database@lwv.org.

ADMINISTRATION

**Reminder** LWVO to host conference calls with presidents on Development and Law Suit Monitoring.

The LWVO will host three conference call opportunities to discuss plans for Lawsuit Settlement Monitoring and LWVO Financial Development Planning.  

Scott Britton has been contracted as the Lawsuit Settlement Project Manager to assist in coordinating monitoring plans with Local Leagues to assure that the terms of the LWVO v Brunner Settlement agreement terms are being met.  This call will be a collective opportunity to exchange information and have questions answered. 

The conference call will also provide the opportunity to discuss upcoming financial development opportunities for LWVO.  In a tough economy we intend to be collaborative and creative in our efforts and we NEED the input and participation of local Leagues to succeed.

There are three opportunities to join a conference call with League President Meg Flack, Development Committee Member Rosanne Thomas,  Lawsuit Monitoring Project Manager Scott Britton and Executive Director Deidra Reese at listed below.  You need only participate in ONE of the three calls offered. 

November 16, 2009 at 7 p.m.

November 17, 2009 at 10 a.m.

November 23, 2009 at 7 p.m.

Please RSVP which call you plan to attend by going to http://www.lwvohio.org/site.cfm/Voter-Election-Center/LWVO-Lawsuit.cfm  or via email to lwvoinfo@lwvohio.org   once you have confirmed your participation we will forward the dial-in information. 

**Reminder** Barbara Guy of LWV Shaker Heights is Regionalism Google Group Monitor 
Barbara Guy of LWV Shaker Heights has been assigned as the Regionalism Google Group monitor.  Barbara is already gearing up to make this a useful tool for local Leagues.  . 

If you have information on regionalism to be shared or are interested in being a resource to Barbara, please let contact the state office at 1-877-LWVO-OHIO (1-877-598-6446). 

**Reminder** Second Quarter Per Member Payments Due by December 31, 2009.

Thank you to Local Leagues who have submitted their PMP payments in a timely manner.  This is a friendly reminder that if you are paying your PMP in monthly installments, your next payment will be due by December 31, 2009.  If you have any questions regarding your PMP balances, please contact our accountant Linda D. Lalley at fund@lwvohio.org or 

Toll Free at 1-877-LWVO-OHIO

 **NEW** State office will be Closed November 26-27, 2009 in Observance of Thanksgiving.  

Deidra, Charisse, Anne, Mary Helen, Linda, Scott and Carolyn  wish our League family a Safe a Happy Holiday. 

**NEW** Mark your calendars now--Dates to Remember

State LWVOEF Board Meeting                                November 13-14, 2009

January 8-9, 2010

Conference calls on

 Lawsuit Monitoring and Development                  November 16, 2009 7 p.m.

November 17, 2009 10 a.m.

                                                                                    November, 23, 2009 7 p.m.

Office Closed for Thanksgiving                              November 26-27, 2009

Roster Updates Due to LWVUS                              January 31, 2009

                                                                                    

Statehouse Day/ Council                                         April 14, 2009

LWVO Lobby Lunches                                             2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month, 11:30 am 

                                    Anyone is Welcome to Attend
Columbus Metropolitan Library                                  Call 877-598-6446 for more 

96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, 3rd floor                                    information

 

If you have Local League Leaders or other League members who would like to receive the Leaders Update, please send their email information to leg@lwvohio.org
 

