The League of Women Voters of Ohio Education Fund imPACT e-newsletter.

 

The purpose of these monthly emails is to provide League members and our partners with information on the most pressing reform issues affecting Ohioans today.

 

* * * * *

 

What is an RSS feed and why do I want the Ohio imPACT RSS feed on my toolbar?

 

 

Many exciting news pieces are posted daily in the areas of campaign finance, election reform, redistricting, judicial reform, and accountability/open government.  Yet going each day to the Ohio imPACT website to see what is happening may be just one more task involving information overload, while we are trying to read the paper, watch the news, keep up with our email, and even attend to the barrage of snail mail that arrives daily in our postal mail box.  
The Ohio imPACT RSS feed is like a table of contents that we can quickly scan to see if there is something we would like to investigate or read on the imPACT issues.  When you subscribe to the Ohio imPACT RSS feed, an icon (
[image: image1]) is placed onto your bookmarks toolbar.  When you click on the Ohio imPACT RSS icon on the toolbar, a menu of sorts appears below it with the titles of recent nationally or locally published articles.

For many of us, transitioning into the information age is a major challenge.  We are overloaded with information, much of it unnecessarily distracting us from the things that we might be seeking, or those bits of information about which we would like to learn more. One problem is that we don’t have a “Table of Contents” for each onslaught of new information. 

 

I encourage League members who want to keep current on Ohio imPACT’s important issues to sign up for the Ohio imPACT RSS feed by going to http://www.ohioimpact.org/ and clicking on News Feed under Subscribe, in the blue left column about halfway down the page.  See how easy it is to scan the relevant headlines and check out the recent articles and news pieces pertaining to imPACT.  For example, the  RSS feed from October 27, 2009 showed the following teasers:

 

· The Need for Effective Recusal Standards for an Elected Judiciary  (Loyola of Los Angeles Law Review – Judicial Reform) 

· Lawmakers Get One-Two Punch of Money From Health Industry Special Interests (OpenSecrets.org – Campaign Finance) 

· Shine a Light: Transparency needed for government program spending $260 million (The Columbus Dispatch – Accountability/Open Government) 

· Congress Approves Bill Helping Overseas Voters (The New York Times – Election Reform News) 
· Statement of U.S. Senator Russ Feingold on Citizens United v. FEC (U.S. Senate Floor – Campaign Finance Reform) 

· Statement by Senator John McCain on the U.S. Supreme Court Case Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (U. S. Senate Floor – Campaign Finance) 
· Pro-casino group, McLin rake in bucks: Casino backers raised $36 million in effort to put four casinos in Ohio  (Dayton Daily News – Campaign Finance Reform) 

· Blog: Citigroup Taxpayer Ownership Doesn’t Prevent Lobbying (Bloomberg.com – Campaign Finance) 

· Pew Applauds Congress for Military and Overseas Voting Solutions (Pew Center on the States – Election Reform) 

· Congress passes bill to ease military voting snags (Associated Press – Election Reform) 

· Issue 6 reform plan tops competing Issue 5 proposal in race for money (The Plain Dealer – Campaign Finance) 
 

Other recent headlines include:

 

· National Academy of Sciences Releases EAC-funded Report on Statewide Voter Registration Databases   (US Election Assistance Commission – Election Reform) 
· Bill to improve Ohio elections hangs in balance  (Associated Press – Election Reform) 

· Op Ed: In political campaigns, money does a whole lot of talking (The Columbus Dispatch – Campaign Finance) 

· Wall Street Steps Up Political Donations, Lobbying:  Firms Boost Outlays Amid Debate on Financial-Services Overhaul, After Slowing Spending While Getting Bailout Cash (The Wall Street Journal – Accountability/Open Government, Campaign Finance) 

· Campaign finance laws face a reset  (Politco.com – Campaign Finance) 
· Blog: On Judicial Elections and Judicial Recusal (Blog of Legal Times – Judical Reform) 
· Op Ed: Elections require nonpartisan director (The Columbus Dispatch – Redistricting) 
· What will be the effect of ‘Husted Rule’? One observer says the decision on state senator’s residency could be a big victory for voter rights (Dayton Daily News – Election Reform) 
· Fewer Lobbyists Have Made Political Contributions Since Changes in Disclosure Laws (Center for Responsive Politics Journal – Accountability/Open Government, Campaign Finance) 

 

· Opinion: Neutral arbiter needed: Proposals to remove partisanship from election oversight are worthy  (The Columbus Dispatch – Redistricting) 

· Blog: Absentee voters not absent  (The Columbus Dispatch – Election Reform) 

· Editorial: Remodel the House? Suit questions fairness of congressional representation  (The Columbus Dispatch – Redistricting) 

 

Try it on for size.  The nice thing is, you can always delete it from your toolbar if you go to Bookmarks, Organize Bookmarks, and then click on it and delete. I think you might enjoy the option of easily keeping current with these important imPACT topics.

 

BTW (By The Way), RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication or sometimes, Rich Site Summary.  Just thought you might want to know. 

