LWVO League Leaders Update
December 22, 2009

Deidra, Charisse, Anne, Mary Helen, Linda, and Scott 

May the Holiday Season and New Year Bring only the Best to You and Yours.

Today’s Topics:
 

ADVOCACY & EDUCATION

**NEW** Thank you to a hard working Lobby Corps for a Great Year 
**NEW** From LWVUS- Advocacy Priorities Due January 15, 2010

**NEW** From LWVUS: A Revolution from the Court?  A Closer Look at Citizens United.

MEMBERSHIP

**Update** Updating Your Rosters and Leaders in the LWVUS Database. 

ADMINISTRATION

**NEW ** Lawsuit Monitoring Underway
**Reminder** LWVUS Issues Guidance for League Online communication
**Final Reminder** Second Quarter Per Member Payments Due by December 31, 2009.

ADVOCACY & EDUCATION
**NEW** Thank You to the LWVO Lobby Corps for a Great Year

A heartfelt thank you is extended to the LWVO Lobby Corps for their extraordinary efforts rendered in 2009.

Your efforts in tracking legislation, issuing updates and action alerts as well as countless hours in committee hearings and meeting with legislators and staff are greatly appreciated.  Your efforts are what helps to keep our members and the public informed on critical policy issues.  We could not be successful without your efforts.

**NEW** From LWVUS- Advocacy Priorities Due January 15, 2010
2010 LWVUS Advocacy Priorities: Time to Submit Your Suggestions
The LWVUS Board will be determining Advocacy Priorities for 2010 at the Board Meeting in late January. If you would like to submit suggestions, please send an email to jduffylwv@aol.com by January 15. Please indicate whether your suggestion is submitted as an individual or the result of a committee or League meeting. All suggested advocacy priority topics will be compiled into a report to the Board for consideration.

**NEW** From LWVUS: A Revolution from the Court? A Closer Look at Citizens United
The Supreme Court is expected to reach a decision soon in Citizens United vs. FEC, a case that could allow corporate wealth to dominate elections. National League President Mary G. Wilson outlines exactly what is at stake in the case in a new opinion piece.

MEMBERSHIP
*Reminder** Update Your Membership Roster and Leaders Info in the Database
January 31,2010 will be here soon so make certain that your League Membership Roster is up to date and accurate.  PMP calculations, mailing lists, email contact information are pulled from this list so make certain we do our part to make certain that our none of our members miss out because of inaccurate rosters.  It is critically important that we have the most up to date and accurate information for League leaders.
 Don’t forget to update your Local League roster by January 31, 2010.   
If you have questions about updating your lists or would like to schedule a training session or need help in accessing the database, please contact Charisse Armstead in the state office at  lwvoinfo@lwvohio.org or 1-877-LWV- OHIO or email Lela Sallis in the  LWVUS office at database@lwv.org.
ADMINISTRATION

**NEW ** Lawsuit Monitoring Underway
Thank you to all of the Leagues who have stepped up to help out in the lawsuit compliance monitoring.  The Toolkit was forwarded to participating Leagues but feel free to contact Scott Britton for more information if necessary. 

A Survey Monkey survey has been created that can be used to enter the responses from the board of elections. The survey form mirrors the interview form in the toolkit. It's fast and easy to fill out. Just click on the link below when you're ready to begin and complete the survey online:
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YF29PGS
 

(If it is easier for you to complete the form by hand and return it by mail, or complete it on the Word document itself and return it by e-mail, you may do that instead.)  You can email it to sbritton@wowway.com.  
**NEW** Phonathon is Back
The League is reinstituting Phonathon with Rosanne Thomas, serving as the Chair.  If you would like additional information on the Phonathon Plan, please contact Rosanne at rosanne.thomas@gmail.com or 1-330-656-2383.

We are eager to make this program a success and provide local Leagues with a rebate for money raised from their members.  More details will follow later but let’s get ready to fully support this effort so that we can provide successful programming at the local and state levels.

**Reminder** LWVUS Issues Guidance for League Online communication

LWV Online: Web, Blogs and Social Media Guidance for State and Local Leagues

The LWVUS communications team has written and received approval for the first version of LWV Online: Web, Blogs and Social Networking Guidance for state and local Leagues. While not official policy, this guide is intended to provide support for state and local Leagues as they establish a presence online, helping Leagues avoid common pitfalls, and arming leaders with information that will hopefully provide the confidence and freedom needed to begin experimenting with a Website, blogs and other social media. 
Although each League’s needs and capabilities will be different, with a basic understanding of some of the benefits, trends and pitfalls of online organizing, Leagues will be able to confidently manage an online presence and, ideally, maximize visibility, engage members, connect with other Leagues online, and attract new members and supporters. As the world of social media is constantly evolving, these guidelines are subject to change, so stay tuned for future editions. For more information, contact Martha Patzer at mpatzer@lwv.org.

The actual PDF is available at http://www.lwv.org/Content/ContentGroups/Membership/ToolsForLeaders/OnlineGuidelines11.2009.pdf
**Reminder** From LWVUS: Program Planning Webinar: View It Now Online and Register for an Encore Session 


Members can now view the November 18th Program Planning Webinar online here or paste https://admin.na4.acrobat.com/_a831402129/p87588399/ into your web browser. For additional information or questions on Program Planning, email progplan@lwv.org.
**Final Reminder** Second Quarter Per Member Payments Due by December 31, 2009.

Thank you to Local Leagues who have submitted their PMP payments in a timely manner.  This is a friendly reminder that if you are paying your PMP in monthly installments, your next payment will be due by December 31, 2009.  If you have any questions regarding your PMP balances, please contact our accountant Linda D. Lalley at fund@lwvohio.org or 

Toll Free at 1-877-LWVO-OHIO

Mark your calendars now--Dates to Remember

Office Closed
for Holiday Break


December 23, 2009 

Office Reopens 




January 4, 2010 
State LWVOEF Board Meeting                               January 8-9, 2010








March 12-13, 2010

Roster Updates Due
to LWVUS


January 31, 2009

                                                                                    

Statehouse Day/ Council                                         April 14, 2009

LWVUS Convention- Atlanta Georgia

June 11-15, 2010
LWVO Lobby Lunches                                             2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month, 11:30 am 

                                    Anyone is Welcome to Attend
Columbus Metropolitan Library                                  Call 877-598-6446 for more 

96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, 3rd floor                                    information

 

If you have Local League Leaders or other League members who would like to receive the Leaders Update, please send their email information to leg@lwvohio.org
 

A special note of thanks from the Executive Director:
Thank you to all board members, staff, contractors, members and Leaguers who have expressed their warm thoughts during the recent loss of my mother.  Your well wishes and literal and figurative embraces have given me strength in this season.  Thank you for your genuine love and support.  

Sincerely,

Deidra

