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HOW DOES THE LWVO TAKE ACTION ON EDUCATION?

The LWVO Board of Directors takes action on issues based on LWVO 

positions, which are found in ñAgenda for Actionò under State 

Program/Social Policy, and LWVUS Principles and Positions on Early 

Childhood Education, Child Care, Meeting Basic Human Needs, etc.

There are 23 LWVO Positions on Primary and Secondary Education, 

and LWVO positions on Higher Education, Juvenile Justice, State 

Finance/Taxation, etc. that relate to education.



WHAT OTHER FACTORS AFFECT LWVO ACTION?

Over the course of a legislative session (two years) there 

are usually over 800 bills introduced in the Ohio House 

and another 400 introduced in the Ohio Senate.  Of these 

bills approximately 200 may relate to education in some 

way. 

The LWVO might only take formal action on a handful of 

education related bills based on LWVO 

positions/priorities, chance of passage, impact, and the 

demands of other LWVO efforts. 



WHAT KIND OF ACTION IS TAKEN BY THE LWVO?

-Support, oppose, or decide not to take action on 

legislation; amendments to the constitution; statewide 

initiatives; and/or proposed administrative code rules, etc.

-Represent the LWVO at hearings and meetings with 

representatives of state government; education 

organizations; statewide organizations; etc. 

-Collaborate with statewide organizations, agencies, 

committees, etc.

-Educate LWVO members and the public.



WHAT ARE THE 23 LWVO POSITIONS ON PRIMARY AND 

SECONDARY EDUCATION?

Positions #1-4 Role and Duties of the State Board of 

Education

Positions #5-8 State Education Standards, which include

Operating Standards for Ohioôs Schools

Academic Content Standards

Ohioôs Accountability System

State Teacher Licensure Standards

AND moreé..

Positions #9-21 The role of the state in funding schools

Positions #22-23 The role of the local community in 

funding schools



SUMMARY OF POSITIONS #1-4 State Board of Education

LWVO positions on the State Board of Education (SBE) 

were adopted in January 1983 after study and consensus.  

They focus on the purpose and responsibilities/duties of 

the 19-member SBE and the Ohio Department of 

Education. 

-The LWVO has advocated that all members of the SBE be 

elected rather than appointed. (Currently 11 members are 

elected and 8 are appointed.)

-The LWVO also supports the SBE as a decision making 

(policy) and planning authority, rather than an advisory 

board. Several governors have proposed that the SBE 

become an advisory board, similar to the newly 

reconfigured Board of Regents.



SUMMARY OF POSITIONS #5-8 State Education Standards

LWVO positions on State Education Standards were 

adopted in January 1984, and one position, #8, was 

revised in May 1995 to address the issue of assessment.  

These positions address education quality, state 

education standards, compliance by all state chartered 

schools with uniform state education standards, and 

flexibility regarding standards.

These positions also form the basis of LWVO opposition 

to community schools and voucher programs, which do 

not comply with the same education standards as 

traditional public schools.  (Ex. Community schools do 

not have to provide a prescribed curriculum, and follow 

different licensure standards for teachers.) 



HOW DOES THE LWVO DEFINE THE PURPOSE AND 

QUALITY OF K-12 EDUCATION?

Generally speaking, the purpose of a K-12 education 

system is to prepare students for continuing their 

education; careers/jobs; and citizenship. LWVUS 

ñPrinciplesò state that ñevery person should have access 

to free public education which provides equal opportunity 

for alléò

Through Position #5 the LWVO supports the use of state 

education standards to require a general or ñcommonò 

education of high quality.  It is important to note that this 

position specifically refers to a high quality education, 

rather than a basic education.



To achieve quality, Position #6 calls for all schools 

chartered in Ohio to comply with the same state 

standards, and calls for these standards to be revised and 

improved through an open process. However, community 

schools comply with different laws and standards than 

traditional public schools.

Ohio lawmakers and policy makers have developed and 

implemented the following state education standards to 

guide traditional public schools:

-Operating Standards for Ohioôs Schools and School Districts 

-Academic Content Standards for all subjects

-Accountability Standards/Local Report Card

-Student Performance Standards and Assessments

-Educator Licensure Standards 

-Standards for gifted education and special education

-Standards for the school environment


