Government: 

Ohio Constitution

Positions: Ohio Constitution

General Criteria (Adopted May 1968)

LWVO believes a constitution should be a clearly stated body of fundamental principles. It should provide for the flexible operation of government and be logically organized and internally consistent.
Taxation and Finance (Adopted March 1969)

LWVO supports constitutional revision that would:

1. Remove the fixed dollar debt limit and provide a flexible limit tied to some indicator of the state’s economic wealth.

2. Specify that the power to levy state taxes and determine their uses resides in the General Assembly. This necessitates

removal of constitutional provisions dealing with earmarking of taxes.
Judiciary (Adopted March 1973, amended May 2003)

LWVO believes that the selection and tenure of judges are fundamental matters and therefore should be provided for in the Constitution. LWVO supports policies that promote the independence of the judiciary. LWVO supports constitutional revision to provide for:

1. Nomination of judges for Appellate and Supreme Courts by judicial nominating commissions that are carefully balanced and broadly based. Commissions must be

nonpartisan or bipartisan and must include both legal and lay members and not be dominated by the former.

2. Appointment of judges by the Governor from lists provided by a nominating commission.

3. The inclusion of constitutional provisions to require appointive judges to run against their own records in noncompetitive elections.

