League of Women Voters of Ohio


The League of Women Voters of Ohio supports full voting rights for all eligible Ohioans and opposes efforts to create barriers to citizens’ right to cast their votes.  The League therefore opposes HB 159, which would require a government-issued photo ID to vote in person.

Overview: Voter ID – House Bill 159

On March 23, 2011, the Ohio House of Representatives passed HB 159.  The bill would require a voter to present a government issued photo ID before being permitted to vote.  Specifically, a voter would need to present:

· An Ohio drivers license

· An Ohio state ID

· A Military ID

· A US passport

Currently acceptable forms of ID such as utility bills, bank statements or various documents sent to the voter by governmental agencies would no longer be accepted.

HB 159 is unnecessary. Numerous studies have found that the rare examples of voter impersonation are almost never the kind that could be prevented by a photo identification law.  Voter ID laws address one exceedingly rare form of voter fraud: impersonation of another registered voter at the polls.

According to “The Cost of Voter ID Laws: What the Courts Say” by the Brennan Center for Justice, up to eleven percent of the population does not have the type of identification required by HB 159.  In addition, HB 159 would disproportionately affect older voters and low income voters.  It is estimated that....
· 11% or as many as 887,000 Ohio voters don’t have the photo IDs required under HB 159 

· 18% of people over 65 don’t have the photo IDs required under HB 159. 

· 25% of African American don’t have the photo IDs required under HB 159.  

· 15% of low income voters don’t have the photo IDs required under HB 159.

Costs can be a significant barrier to obtaining a photo ID. Even when the ID itself is free, there are hidden costs such as transportation to various agencies and fees related to acquiring supporting documents like birth certificates.
Voter ID laws costs millions of dollars to implement. Missouri estimated that a new voter ID law would cost the state close to $6 million in the first year, and around $4 million in the second and third years of implementation.
Voter ID requirements will add substantial new burdens on election administrators and poll workers. Introducing a voter ID requirement will require an extensive public education campaign, including mailings, advertising and public service announcements, and added poll worker training. 
