The League —
Non-Partisanship and
Elections in a New Era
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MAINTAINING A NON-PARTISAN ROLE
IN A FAST-PACED and

INCREASINGLY PARTISAN WORLD:

MPOLICIES \ / '

APERCEPTIONS ‘
BPRACTICALITY




"The League shall not support or-oppose any

political party or any candidate."
- Article Il,"Sec. 2, LWV US Bylaws



~ HISTORWANd Looking Forward)

For over ninety years, thaissionof the LWV has
been to empower voters by

Removing the legal and social barriers to voting,
Registering new voters

Providing non partisan voter information to all
voters, and

Encouraging all voters to use the power of the
vote to effect social change
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elements:
Annually adopt nonpartisanship policies

Train our leaders on nonpartisanship and
Implement voter service activities

Register eligible voters
Reform the electoral process

Provide non partisan voter information
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~ Nonpartisanship as Defensive
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We are not the only drivers out theramany on thepartisan
political roadwaysare not courteous as we are.

We shouldnot be afraidof getting on the road! If the League
gets off the road, who will be there to assist voters?

We should commit ourselves ton@n partisan defensive
driving coursecuse expertise within the organization to
provide tips, training, support at all levels of League.
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Start the Defensive Driving
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Critical to the effectivenessnd
credibility of the League

Provides a strong foundation for the
work done in support of issues

LWV Action on legislation and ballot
proposals is more effectiveAr U Q&
on merit rather than politics!
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- Nonpartisan Considerations
When adopting your policy keep in mind:

Specific board assignments

How the public identifies a board member's activities with those
of the League

Political climate and traditions in the community

Policy should be rooted in principle rather than constructed
around individual problems.
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~ Nonpartisan Considerations

Also keep In mind;

The visibility associated
with specific political
activities

The possible effects on
neighboring Leagues who
share the same officials
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we put on board members:

oHighly Visible Positions in the Community?

o«President/Spokesperson
w/oters Service Chair

wl'hose seeking elective/party offices

cMaking financial contributions?

oLirculating or signing nominating petitions,
referendum petitions?



Some Random Thoughts
on Nonpartisanship
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No matter what the League does, It IS
sometimes accused of being partisan!
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’ There iIsNOneed to panic!

There Is no need to be upset by charges of
partisanship



“Accused of being Partisan
How Do YOU respond?

A political party refuses to cooperate with a League on
Candidate Forums/Debates

A candidate might refuse to send @ 5
iInformation for a Voters Guide

Someone points out the League
supports a particular ballot issue

LWV accused of arriving at positions without listening to
the opposition
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Truth or
Co




Be sensitive to the matters
which might be highly political




The League does not back down on positions
because they are unpopular.

So What Do You Do?
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Do nothing?

Pass?
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What Can Your League Do?
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Proactively define ourselve
X (media, blogs, events)

Print a fact sheet

Hold a forum

Careful planning & training
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Consider how well the League's record of
nonpartisanship iIs established in the
community.
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Has the League worked with groups in the
community that do not agree with it? That
offer diverse perspectives?
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At membership meetings, are new, different o
diverse ideatNOTheard or groups shut out,
making the League seem partisan?

IF sctCHANGIHEhat - welcome diverse
perspectives! b o 6
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~ Accused of being Partisan?

Remind- "The League does NOT support

or oppose any political party or any
Ol YRARLI S d6

Explain-the difference between League
program and Voter Service activities.

Remember the League also ha: AL

recourse to public opinion.
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