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My name is Rosetta Craig from Cleveland, Ohio.  I am the gun control specialist for the League of Women Voters of Ohio and speak in opposition to S.B. 318. The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan organization, taking a non-partisan approach to Concealed Carry Weapons (CCW) legislation. 

The League of Women Voters of Ohio believes that the proliferation of handguns is a major health and safety threat to its citizens and firmly opposes any legislation that would permit concealed carry of firearms. 

Ohio’s original CCW legislation, passed in January 2004, prohibited firearms being carried in certain places.  S.B. 318 would allow guns in these very areas; most notably places of worship, day care centers, and college campuses so long as the firearm isn’t loaded and is in a closed package, box or case, as well as the drop off and pick up zones of elementary schools, and government buildings excluding those used for a primary government function.  S.B. 318 would also take away the discretion of law enforcement to confiscate firearms during a state of emergency.  This last measure in particular would be contrary to the common good. 
Original supporters of Ohio’s CCW laws pointed to Ohio’s neighboring “CCW” states and claimed that, in these states, there had been no problems with increased crime.  Yet four years after passage of Ohio’s original CCW law, gun deaths in Ohio continue to rise.

 No one is against safety.  Yet the sense of security afforded by the carrying of a concealed weapon is far more myth than reality.  Meanwhile, significant danger to the public may occur over as little as a perceived threat. More guns in more places will be accessible to people who make bad choices, and the risk of gun accidents will increase.

Our Ohio General Assembly is continually more permissive about the use and carrying of firearms. Ohio’s citizens would be better served by curtailing illegal gun trafficking.  Approximately 40% of guns sold are sold on the secondary market without a background check done on the buyer. These background checks are critical to keeping guns out of the hands of known criminals.  Old paradigms need to be abandoned, and a new focus devoted to public safety and firearm injury prevention. 

Thank you for your time and attention.

The League of Women Voters encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
